
Things You Wanted to Know Before Graduation 
…But Didn’t 

 

 
 

 As part of a class project for Action Research (H546), the MSN students contacted the 

BSN class of 2008 to see what they have been doing since graduation.  The responses received 

ended up providing information on what would have been nice to know before graduation.  

Below are helpful hints that the participants of the BSN Class of 2008 think you should know 

before entering the “real world”: 

 When you feel as if you've heard the same spiel again from yet another instructor, listen 

again...it's important! 

o Dena Seifert , RN, BSN 

 Don't be in a rush to line up a job right after graduation. Take time to spend with your family 

and just relax. 

o  Rachel Reifel, RN, BSN  

 Take advantage of clinicals outside of your "safety zone".  If you live in Kokomo take advantage 

of the clinical offered in Indy or Logansport or Marion, extend your reach as far as you can. 

o Rose Schrock, RN, BSN 

 It is really important for students to really learn the material presented to them throughout 

their nursing student career.   

o Belinda Harrison, RN, BSN 

 Sometimes it almost became funny when we studied, because it took several tests to figure out 

that handwashing is ALWAYS the answer! Don't overthink that one because it doesn't change 

between instructors or institutions. 

o Dena Seifert, RN, BSN 

 Take the NCLEX when you are ready, don't let your employer determine when you have to take 

it. 

o  Rachel Reifel, RN, BSN   

 The knowledge that we received as seniors was very helpful.  The Spring Semester classes are 

very well planned to aid us in networking and in what to "basically" to be expected. 

o  Rose Schrock, RN, BSN 

 In relation to the working world, I think it's really important to practice, practice, practice their 

skills. 

o  Belinda Harrison, RN, BSN 



 The systems won't really come together for you until the end of the program. Critical thinking, 

as much as you may grow to despise that term, is ultimately the key to success in the nursing 

world. 

o  Dena Seifert, RN, BSN 

 When looking for a job, keep in mind what you want to do with your career and what stepping 

stones are needed to get where you want to go. 

o Rachel Reifel, RN, BSN   

 I believe that it would also have been helpful for me to have been "forced" to go through mock 

interviews. 

o  Rose Schrock, RN, BSN 

 Do not cram for the short term because there won't be any time to cram it all in before taking 

the NCLEX. 

o Belinda Harrison, RN, BSN 

 There is no easy way to study for boards. You will feel like you know nothing when you walk out. 

o  Dena Seifert, RN, BSN 

 If a job offer just doesn't feel right, don't take it. 

o  Rachel Reifel, RN, BSN  

 A word on NCLEX: relax!  The test is tough.  The process is to keep you "pushing the envelope" 

of the knowledge you have learned in school. 

o  Rose Schrock, RN, BSN 

 Students need to be proactive in their learning and seek out opportunities. 

o  Belinda Harrison, RN, BSN 

 Life on the floor is nothing like clinicals. Nurses do like to eat their young. It's difficult to pick a 

place you would like to nurse, so try it. If you don't like it, there are many other jobs to choose 

from.  

o Dena Seifert, RN, BSN 

 It is very scary to be a new nurse and the first day/night that you take a patient load by yourself. 

Nobody could have told me how it would feel, and I can't even put it into words. 

o Rachel Reifel, RN, BSN   

 The big thing I would like to stress to all nursing students is the importance of networking is to 

you and will be to you.  

o Rose Schrock, RN, BSN 

 Above all, if you don't feel right in the position that you take, don't be afraid to look elsewhere 

or talk to your manager about what might be able to be done. 

o Rachel Reifel, RN, BSN 

 If I hadn't have been eager to learn and take responsibility for my education, I would have 

missed out on some great opportunities. 

o Belinda Harrison, RN, BSN 

 You are not going to feel like a nurse overnight. 

o  Rachel Reifel, RN, BSN   

 

 


